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Abstract The incentive mechanism of scientific research is a very important issue> but has
been ignored by economists for a long time. As a survey, this paper first analyzes the basic features
of scientific research and its incentive problems, and then introduces the incentive mechanisms for
scientific research and its incentive properties. We focus on the analysis of the classical research
contests and its improvements, the issue of optimal design of research contests, and the disadvan-
tages of the contest, as well as some ideas for further improvement. We also provide some policy
suggestions.
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