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Labor Supply of the Elderly in Rural China
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Abstract Most of the elderly living in rural China are not covered by a formal pension system and
working is a main source of income for them. This paper explores the pattern and determinants of labor
participation among the elderly in rural China. Our main findings are i the labor participation rate of
the elderly is high ii the determinants of labor participation are age health status being the head of
the household gender whether living with the children and landholding. Family income does not affect

labor participation. To help the elderly the government needs to consider affordable pension plans for the
rural elderly.
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