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Abstract The subject of this paper is the measurement of labour productivity

trends in Chinese manufacturing for the period 1980-1999. A special focus of the present
paper is an in depth analysis of concepts, coverage and consistency of different time
series of employment and output in industry and manufacturing. On the basis of this
analysis we constructed adjusted time series of labour productivity in manufacturing
for the period 1980-1999, for fifteen branches of manufacturing. These time series are
consistent in concepts and coverage, both in terms of inputs and outputs and over time.
The nineties show a dramatic acceleration of productivity growth in manufacturing. A
beginning has been made with productivity catch up.
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