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A Law and Economics Perspective on the Initial
Assignment of Domain Names

JIANGLI ZHANG

(Peking University)

Abstract This paper analyzes the initial assignment of domain names from the
point of view of law and economics. It reviews several domain name disputes and analyzes
the inefficiency in the Chinese judicial practice. Then, applying the property right theory,
the author conducts an economic analysis on the initial assignment of domain names from
the viewpoint of social welfare maximization. The analysis reveals a method of efficient
assignments, which is then applied to justifying the principle of protecting famous brands.
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