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Abstract This research investigates the effects of Chinese aid on economic development
in Africa. Through an econometric model with the grid-cell panel dataset by matching Chinese
aid in Africa and the satellite nightlight data, we find that Chinese aid. in particular infra-
structure projects, has a significant and robust positive impact on the economic development
in Africa. Mechanism analysis suggests that Chinese aid lead to a significant reduction of vio-
lent rebel activities and growth in population and industries. Heterogeneous analysis demon-
strates that Chinese infrastructure projects foster development not via resources exploitation.
Moreover, the impact of Chinese infrastructure projects does not depend on institution.
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