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Migration Control Policy in Megalopolis,
School Enrollment
Requirement and Children Left-behind
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Abstract; We use the Chinese Migrant Dynamic Monitoring Survey from 2011 to 2016 and apply
difference-in-difference estimation methodology to empirically test whether the migration control policy in
megalopolis with more than 5 million population in central districts caused more children left-behind. We
find that the probability of rural children left-behind increased more in megalopolis after 2014, We also find
that the rise in the probability of children left-behind was most pronounced among low-skilled or low-in-
come families and among children in compulsory school age, and especially children at elementary or sec-
ondary school entrance age, after analyzing the mechanism on how the migration control policy affects
children left-behind.
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